the noun hand. Notice that you can say the following:
ahand hands
nouns which demonstrate the same pattern:

astore  stores - 3 i
anidea ideas i
thetissue atissue tissues

-t’s compare hand to the noun furniture. As with hand, we can say thefurniture. But we
can't say *a furniture or *furnitures. Here are some other nouns which demonstrate the
same pattern as furniture:

the dust *adust *dusts
- Y theenergy *anenergy *energies
thebiology *abiology *biologies

Thus, there are some nouns that can be counted, and so we can use a or an withthemand
can alsomake them plural. These nouns are called, appropriately, countnouns. Handisa
countnoun. So are store, idea, and tissue.

There are other nouns that typically are not counted, and so we do not use a or an with
them and do not typically make them plural. These nouns are called, also appropriately,
noncount nouns. (Another name for anoncount noun is amass noun.) Furniture isanon-
count noun. So are dust, energy, and biology.

Youmay well be saying toyourself,“Waitaminute. Ican count furniture.Icansay some-
thing like: three couches and three chairs make six pieces of furniture.” And of course,
yowdbe right. But notice that in this sentence, the words couch and chair can be made plu-
ral, but not the word furniture. And the word piece can be made plural, but, again, not the
word furniture.

Quick tip 5.1

Note that a noun is considered to be a count noun if it can be made plural, even if
it’s not plural in a particular sentence. Thus, in the sentence I ate a cookie, cookie is
a count noun because one could pluralize it to cookies without changing its basic
meaning.

Test yourself 5.1
For each underlined noun in the sentences below, indicate if it is count (C) or noncount (NC). Use
the plural test to help you.
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actice (answers on the website)
; Mwm inamoment.
@% , dcursed.
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- Thereisalso another good way to decide if a noun is count or noncount. Take a look at the
use of the words much and many in the following sentences.
1. Hehasmany children.
- 2. Thatman has many interests.
3. That will take toomuch time.
4. They have many lights on in the house.
: ‘*J - 5. Wehave much furniture in our store.
6. Iwonder how much wealth is in Silicon Valley.

e

‘And we have still another way to distinguish count from noncount nouns: Pl

7. Hehasfewer children than Ido. i VL

8. That man has fewer interests than he used to.

9. That will take less time than I thought. L Y

10. They have fewerlights on in the house.

11. We haveless furniture in our store.

12. Tdon’thaveless money in my purse than you have.
As you've probably figured out from these examples, we use fewer with count nouns and
lesswithnoncount nouns.

Quick tip 5.3
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snces below, indicate if it is being used as a count (C) or
Use the plural much many. or fewer|less tests to help you.
ge hit.

More practice (answers on the website)

6. People( .+ )arefunnysometimes.
1 S 7. The government ( )ofthe United
i £ sre were various Stateshasthree branches( - ).
-—H i AsachasEuclidean 8. Senators( -~ )canspend money
na— & . ( )unnecessarily.
4
- thj—‘—-‘. Jervse through the 9. Ittakes effort ( )togetagood
ey ( 1 )- grade ( )in Mr. Goodman’s
4 Bread{ _ )isastapleinmany class ( , D
societies( )- 10. The reporters ( ) wrote the story

5. Shedecided topush theissue( )) (G i



noncount nouns




